
 

 

Registration and Selection of Young Players Policy – April 2026 

 

Broomwood FC is a not-for-profit volunteer-run inclusive club that aims to provide 
opportunities to play football to children and adults in the community. The Club’s growth 
in recent years has forced the establishment of caps, which in turn demands that 
procedures for admission and selection are fair and transparent.    

This registration and selection policy refers exclusively to young players.  

The objectives of this policy are:  

A. To ensure that the Club provides as many opportunities as possible to children 
to play football. 

B. To ensure that available places are allocated on a fair and transparent basis. 

C. To ensure that all children in the community are given an equal chance to apply 
for membership. 

D. To ensure that there is consistency in the approach to selection. 

E. To ensure that the selection policy promotes and encourages player 
development 

F.  To support the competitiveness of Broomwood FC League teams. 

For season 26/27, this policy will be implemented as follows:  

1. BFC does not have a sibling preference. Parents are encouraged to apply for their 
younger children to be included in the waiting list as soon as possible but generally no 
earlier than year they become 3 years old. 

2. BFC does not select on the basis of ability for admission into the non-competitive year 
groups; Reception – Year 4 (Year 5 for Girls).  Registration will generally be on a first-come 
first-served basis, as recorded in the waiting list. Within this general approach, the Club 
Secretary will adjudicate any cases that may emerge. Notably BFC relies on volunteers, 
and the degree of commitment of the parents/carers to help run the Club will be factored 
into the admission decisions. 



3. Recognising that children from state schools generally have fewer opportunities to play 
sports, BFC will actively advertise in the local state schools currently underrepresented 
among its membership and seek where possible to ensure these local state school 
children receive the opportunities to register. 

4. All year groups and teams are mixed, except the Girls Section which is female only.  
Female players in Year 2 and below will join a mixed group and within this will be offered 
girls’ only training.  Female players from Year 3 and above can choose to stay/join the 
mixed group or join the Girls Section. 

5. In order to increase the number of female players; BFC will seek to reserve a minimum 
of 30 places available in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 for girls and will actively advertise 
opportunities for female players.  Places will be reserved for girls until the minimum 
numbers of female players in paragraph 6 below are met. 

6. BFC will offer as many places as practical. For the non-competitive year groups  
(Reception to Year 4 mixed/Year 5 for girls) the Club will target the following caps at the 
start of season 2026/2027: 

a. Reception: 80 places (of which minimum 30 girls)  

b. Year 1: 80 places (of which minimum 30 girls) 

c. Year 2: 80 places (of which minimum 30 girls) 

d. Year 3: 56 places 

e. Year 4:  56 places 

f. Girls Year 3:  35 places 

g. Girls Year 4:  35 places 

h. Girls Year 5:  35 places 

i Girls Development Squad Y8-10: 20 places 

7. Regular players (those attending at least 50% of the sessions) will usually be 
guaranteed a place for the following season. Given the high demand for places, BFC 
reserves the right NOT to offer renewal of membership to non-regular players. The club 
disciplinary policy will take precedence over this selection and registration policy with 
respect to the decision to offer places or not. 

Selection for League teams – Year 4 (5 for girls): 

8. The number of places in all the league squads will be at the discretion of the 
corresponding squad Head Coach but within 80%-100% of the maximum number of 
players allowed by the relevant league (Note: there are no restrictions on numbers in the 



Female Leagues and more players may be appropriate to ensure sufficient player 
numbers as the formats get larger). 

a. For teams playing 7v7 format: between 12-14 players (13-16 for girls) 

b. For teams playing 9v9 format: between 14-18 players (16-20 for girls) 

c. For teams playing 11v11 format: between 18-22 players (18-24 for girls) 

9. The selection of players for each league squad is at the discretion of the Head Coach. 

10. When places in the league teams become available, Head Coaches of the squad will 
decide on who fills the vacancy. Admission will be offered taking into account a 
combination of player ability, player commitment, player attitude (“coachability”) and 
team needs (positions). 

11. Using the criteria in (10) above, when vacancies arise for positions in league squads, 
Head Coaches may look to fill these positions through transfers from other league 
squads in each year group, from development squads, from the club waiting list, and/or 
from open trials. In equal conditions, preference should be given to promote children in 
the development squads to league teams rather than bringing in new players from 
outside the club.  When players are brought in from outside the club point 3 above which 
relates to non-private school children should be considered. 

12. Whilst players in league squads are typically registered with the league under a 
specific squad name, Head Coaches should seek to adopt the principle that the players 
play for Broomwood FC not a particular squad or team and therefore Head Coaches 
should allow their players to move (up and down the leagues) to another BFC squad 
(subject to league restrictions). 

13. Any decision to move players (in or out of teams) should be handled appropriately 
and communicated clearly to players and/or parents. When players are moved, Head 
Coaches should seek to ensure there is another squad destination for the child within the 
club. 

14. Head Coaches in each year group should meet at least annually to make decisions 
about player progression (up and down) and selection between their squads.  Parents 
should be made aware of this process and the criteria used for decision making.   

15. The decision as to whether or not to run trials to determine selection is at the 
discretion of the Head Coaches of the squad(s). Timing of trials should be widely 
communicated to all players and key club administrators by 31st May. 

16. End-season decisions on selection (with or without trials) should aim to be 
completed by 30th June.  



The Club Secretary and Club Administrator are responsible for the implementation of this 
registration policy.   

This registration policy will be reviewed at the end of every season.  

 

 

Version 1 approved by AGM June 2017  

Version 2 updated for 18/19 season – date changes only   

Version 3 updated for 19/20 season – date changes only  

Version 4 updated for 25/26 season – date changes only 

Version 5 updated for 26/27 season – removed reference to academy squads; emphasis 
change to support the discretion of Head Coaches of League teams to use open trials, 
updated girls section numbers and policy. 


